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1 INTRODUCTION 

The City of Cape Town intends to continue driving the development of Bellville CBD as the second 
metropolitan node of Cape Town. This intent is outlined in a number of policy documents, strategies and 
studies including the Bellville CBD Local Spatial Development Framework, the Public Realm Strategy for 
the Bellville CBD and the Bellville Future City Master plan and PTI Reference Design, all of which are briefly 
mentioned below. For further information, please visit the Bellville CBD webpage at 
capetown.gov.za/general/bellville-cbd-local-spatial-development-framework 

 
Figure 1: Aerial image of the immediate surrounding area east of Charl Malan Street in Bellville CBD 

The City is actively progressing the realisation of this vision through short-, medium- and long-term 
interventions, all of which are aimed at improving the conditions on the ground. One of these interventions 
is the Kruskal Avenue – Lower Blanckenberg Avenue upgrades that were recently completed. This upgrade 
included a host of infrastructure improvements that enhance the quality of the public realm, reduce conflict 
between pedestrian and vehicular movement and organise public trading opportunities.  

The City intends to continue these upgrades into South Street (proposals developed in 2024) and Charl 
Malan Street. The proposed upgrade of Charl Malan Street is the focus of this document.  

2 CHARL MALAN STREET CONCEPT DESIGN PROPOSAL 

The proposal includes improving the public realm, for all users, through the introduction of improved 
pedestrianisation, traffic calming measures, street furniture, landscaping, better public lighting, wayfinding/ 
signage, parking/ delivery bay designation, informal trading demarcation and other interventions.  
 
In addition, it proposes a reconfiguration of vehicular movement and access levels along different segments 
of the street, while maintaining its role as a key connector within the Bellville CBD. Several design options 
were considered and the conceptual proposal shown in Figure 2 was selected as the preferred option.  
 

https://www.capetown.gov.za/general/bellville-cbd-local-spatial-development-framework


 
Figure 2: Proposed Charl Malan Street Upgrade Concept 

As summarised in the table below, and illustrated in Figure 2 above, the proposal includes converting 
sections of Charl Malan Street from a two-way to a one-way northbound carriageway, with managed 
vehicular access and access control introduced where required. In other words, the sections between South 
Street and Wilshammer Street as well as the section between Church Street and the southern boundary of 
the Eskom property will be converted into a one-way, northbound carriageway. The conversion is intended 
to enhance movement efficiency whilst supporting a safer, more controlled public environment, especially 
for pedestrians in this heavily trafficked environment.  
 
Other segments, including the sections between Wilshammer Street and Church Street, as well as between 
the Eskom boundary and Voortrekker Road, will remain unchanged, retaining their existing two-way 
configuration. 
 

 Road  Proposed Impact  

1 Charl Malan Street – section between South Street 
and Wilshammer Street  

The existing two-way carriageway will be 
converted to a one-way carriageway in the 
northbound direction with managed and 
restricted vehicular access.  

2 Charl Malan Street – section between Wilshammer 
Street and Church Street  

This road section will stay as it is now.  

3 Charl Malan Street – section between Church 
Street and the southern boundary of the Eskom 
property.  
  

The existing two-way carriageway will be 
converted to a one-way carriageway in the 
northbound direction with managed and 
restricted vehicular access and access 
control at the southern and northern end.  

4 Charl Malan Street – section between the southern 
boundary of the Eskom property and Voortrekker 
Road  

This road section will remain as it is now. 



The proposal aims to bridge the gap between the long-term development vision, as put forward in the 
Bellville LSDF and the Masterplan, and the current reality. If implemented immediately, these changes 
would need to be robust and flexible enough to accommodate existing operations, the future 
pedestrianisation of Charl Malan Street and be compatible with the vision of the Bellville Future City 
Masterplan. 
 
Apart from maintenance, emergency and refuse removal vehicles, there are also businesses in Charl Malan 
Street that require access for deliveries. Therefore, whilst a form of vehicular traffic access must be 
accommodated, this must not detract or sabotage the pedestrian priority nature of the area. Deliveries to 
Charl Malan Street businesses will thus be accommodated via access control mechanisms along South 
Street namely:  

• A roundabout with access control at the end of Durban Road to facilitate U-turn movements and/or 
provide access to designated loading areas along South Street and Charl Malan Street. 

• One-way, eastbound traffic would be permitted along South Street. This traffic will be able to 
continue in a northbound direction along Charl Malan Street.  

• Access control by means of a boom. Only delivery vehicles will be permitted into South Street and 
the section of Charl Malan Street between South Street and Wilshammer Street. Loading bays will 
be provided on the eastern and western side of the one-way carriageway of Charl Malan Street. 

• Bollards are proposed to protect the pedestrianised areas and loading bays and to ensure motorists 
do not abuse the space available for long term parking 

 
Overall, the proposed interventions create a balanced approach to traffic management, improving 
circulation and accessibility while supporting the broader vision of a more pedestrian-oriented and transit-
focused Charl Malan Street.  

3 BELLVILLE CBD LOCAL SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK, 2023 

The Bellville CBD Local Spatial Development Framework, 2023, puts forward the long-term development 
vision for the area. The LSDF envisions Charl Malan Street as a pedestrian-priority, shared movement 
corridor that supports transit-oriented development (TOD) and promotes non-motorised transport between 
the public transport interchange and the surrounding area. Formalising and integrating trading opportunities 
along this high-footfall corridor will support economic activity while improving safety and reducing conflict 
between users. 

As illustrated in Figure 3, the vision includes a continuous shared surface with clearly defined movement 
zones, integrating pedestrian flows, cycling infrastructure and an inner-city transit route within a cohesive 
streetscape for Charl Malan Street. The design emphasises wider sidewalks, active street edges and 
landscaped public spaces, creating a safer and more legible environment that supports high volumes of 
movement between transport modes while enhancing the quality of the public realm. 

The reorganisation of trading and servicing within dedicated zones, together with controlled vehicular 
access, enables Charl Malan Street to function as a vibrant, people-orientated corridor that balances 
mobility and place-making. 



 
Figure 3: Charl Malan Street Vision 

4 PUBLIC REALM STRATEGY, 2023 

A Public Realm Strategy (PRS) for the Bellville CBD was also developed in 2023, with the aim of guiding 
short-term initiatives that enhance the pedestrian experience and which, in time, contribute to the long-term 
developmental goals outlined in the LSDF. The PRS specifically highlights Charl Malan Street as a strategic 
project. Refer to Figure 4 below.   

 
Figure 4: Excerpt from the Public Realm Strategy 



The PRS notes that Charl Malan Street has the potential to become a safe, legible and pedestrian-
orientated transport corridor linking the Bellville public transport interchange (PTI) and station with the rest 
of Bellville CBD. The key interventions proposed in the Public Realm Strategy are listed below: 

► widen and upgrade sidewalks along the corridor, including new trees, lighting, street furniture and 
landscaping; 

► introduce raised and signalised pedestrian crossings at key intersections and desire lines; 
► convert portions of Charl Malan Street to a one-way northbound movement to reduce congestion 

and improve safety; 
► reposition and consolidate informal trading along defined edges, with upgraded stalls and support 

facilities; 
► provide dedicated drop-off and go zones at the PTI; 
► improve and formalise the public transport interface, including edge conditions to prevent 

encroachment; and 
► upgrade surfaces and introduce stormwater management and landscape interventions in the taxi 

holding and surrounding areas. 

5 BELLVILLE FUTURE CITY MASTERPLAN AND PTI REFERENCE 
DESIGN, 2021 

The Bellville Future City Master Plan informed the LSDF and positions Charl Malan Street as a key 
pedestrian-focused corridor linking Voortrekker Road and the PTI/station. The street forms part of the 
primary CBD movement network and is restructured to prioritise non-motorised transport and public transit. 

The proposed design aligns with the other policies and studies mentioned above, which establishes Charl 
Malan Street as a shared surface which accommodates pedestrians, cyclists and urban transit within a 
single integrated space and supported by active edges. Figure 5 below provide a graphic representation of 
what Charl Malan Street could look like in the future.  

 

Figure 5: Artist impression of Charl Malan Street in the long-term 



6 CONCLUSION 

Being a key project forming part of Bellville CBD Precinct Development Programme, the Charl Malan Street 
Upgrade proposal is being pursued by both the Directorates Urban Mobility and Spatial Planning and 
Environment. On completion of the public participation process, the proposal will be refined and a plan for 
implementation will be prepared, alongside securing the necessary funding. A key component of the 
implementation plan will be the access control arrangements and the phased implementation.  
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