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1. Background 

Road safety is a major public health and development challenge in Cape 

Town and across South Africa. On average, the City records 65 000 crashes 

annually, with 12 000 injuries, including up to 3 000 serious cases, and over 

700 deaths. Pedestrians account for more than 68% of fatalities, highlighting 

their vulnerability. 

Crashes cost over R7 billion each year, affecting families, the economy, 

and service delivery. This strategy adopts a proactive, system-based 

approach aligned with global best practice. 

2. Vision 

The City of Cape Town envisions a road network where all people feel and 

are safe. It aims to reduce fatalities and serious injuries through safer 

behaviour, infrastructure improvement, ensuring safer vehicles, and 

stronger governance. Guided by the Safe System Approach, the City 

targets a fatality rate below 10 people per a 100 000 population, a 

reduction from the current rate of 14,1. 

3. Objectives 

The core objectives of this strategy are to: 

 

• Reduce fatalities and serious injuries across all road users 

• Prioritise vulnerable users (pedestrians, cyclists, children, disabled 

persons) 

• Improve road design and infrastructure safety 

• Strengthen education, enforcement and behaviour change 

• Enhance coordination across government spheres and sectors 

• Build a culture of road safety as a shared social value 
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Example of key programmes 

Short term (by 2030) Medium term (by 2040) Long term (by 2050) 

Identify and treat high-risk 

locations 

Expansion of pedestrian 

infrastructure on high-

risk roads 

Centralised data systems 

to support road safety 

planning and operations 

Strengthen enforcement at 

critical locations 

Post-crash emergency 

response evaluation 

Prosecution and 

adjudication capacity 

strengthening  

Improve data systems to 

inform targeted solutions 

Use of technology in 

road safety and 

enforcement 

programme 

Sustained road safety 

culture improvement 

campaign 

 

 
Visible and recognisable 

targeted education 

campaigns 

     

Integrated area-based 

safety plans at high-risk 

locations 

     

 


