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Draft Cape Town Central Business District (CBD) Mobility and
Access Plan (CBDMAP) for comment
Summary

Purpose and context

The CBDMAP is related to the local spatial development plan
(LSDF) as a fransport plan that is visionary but practical. It
provides short- and medium-term (up to 10 vyears)
interventions addressing the challenges faced post-Covid
and meeting the anticipated growth trends in the residential,
commercial and hospitality sectors in the CBD. As the
primary CBD in the Cape Town meftropolitan areaq, it must
accommodate over 115000 people arriving daily in the
peak period, with just over half currently arriving via public
transport or on foot or cycling. However, the CBD is currently
dominated by private vehicle traffic, and lacks adequate
infrastructure for pedestrians, cyclists and public transport.

The plan aligns with the City's Comprehensive Integrated
Transport Plan (CITP 2023-28), aiming to create a multimodal,
inclusive and sustainable movement system that supports
economic development, spatial integration and urban
safety.

Key challenges

e Dominance of private vehicles, causing congestion and
unsafe conditions.

e The full road space not shared appropriately between
modes, which is usually to the disadvantage of
pedestrians and cyclists.

e Economic activity and dwelling space in competition
with pedestrian and cycling movement.

e Fragmented public transport system.

e Poor quality of much of the public realm, impacting
safety, comfort and dignity.

¢ Unsustainable modal split accessing the CBD, resulting in
high emissions and noise pollution.

Vision and objectives
The CBDMAP vision is:

A safe, secure and inclusive movement network that is
efficient and well- connected, providing
to opportunities for a

Five objectives guiding the plan

1. To provide multiple safe and secure mobility options for
people of all abilities.

2. To transform Cape Town's CBD into a well-connected
CBD.

3. To establsh a diverse range of affordable and
economical green mobility alternatives.

4. To promote inclusive and equitable access to
opportunities.

5. To move towards a prosperous and people-centred CBD.

Making progress possible. Together.



The plan is guided by an overall concept to accommodate
mobility and access needs.

Heart: the most intensely used part of the CBD, where the

bus, rail and minibus taxi termini are located.

Decongestion zone: Central area prioritising walking, cycling,

and public transport. Within that:

o Superblocks: intensely developed street blocks where
liveable, walkable streets are prioritised, and through-
traffic discouraged, promoting local economic activity.

e Slow zones: less infense, mixed use areas requiring traffic
calming and pedestrian-friendly design.

Mobility bypasses: streets around the CBD retaining a

mobility function (e.g. Buitengracht Street and the Foreshore

Freeway). Private car users can comfortably park off these
and access their destination on foot or with public tfransport.
Safe crossings for walking and cycling link adjacent areas to
the CBD.

Street typology

A system of five types of streets is envisaged for the whole
CBD. The map below shows which streets are, or should
become, what street type for achieving the vision and
concept:
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The following are cross-sections and the role of each of the

proposed street types:

Mobility routes: to enable
vehicular mobility (these exist
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Shared streets: narrow, slow sireets
giving equal access for walking,
cycling and vehicles (e.g. Longmarket
Street).
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Transit streets: to give public economic activity role where safety is
transport  vehicles priority prioritised (e.g. St George's Mall).
(envisioned for sections of
Adderley, Wale and Darling
Streets).
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Activity  streets: support
strong links to adjacent land
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Walking and cycling networks

uses, enabling social and
economic activity (e.g. Bree
Street).

The application of the street typologies into projects will result
in a seamless walking network across the CBD, and equally,
a network of streets which provides safe and where
necessary protected routes for cyclists.




Public transport enhancements

While there is good coverage by the public fransport
services, it identifies future stops which may be needed on
the Foreshore as the area near the CTICC and Christiaan
Barnard Street develops. It acknowledges other public
transport operational enhancements which fall outside of
the plan.

CBDMAP projects
The nine projects identified are:

1. Waterfront walk — improved pedestrian and cycle route
from the public transport terminuses to the V&A
Waterfront for workers and visitors.

2. (4 projects) superblocks - north, central, west and east:
streets to be reconfigured as shared streets and activity
streets for local access.

3. Transit street system (portions of Adderley, Darling, Wale
St) from the “heart” of the CBD - prioritising public
transport, cycling, walking and economic activity.

4. Two slow zones (in Lower Gardens and the east city) —
improved traffic calming and walkability, supporting
economic activity.

5. Intersection upgrades for walking and cycling — safer
crossings from adjacent areas over the mobility routes.

These each need to follow a process of design, approvals
and construction, once funding has been secured. But they

can also inform the investment decisions of the private
sector.

CBD-wide guidelines to inform future work

1. Parking guidelines: The plan supports the need for
loading and staging of goods vehicles; recommends a
more realistic pricing for parking; suggests reducing
abundant kerbside parking where space is needed for
other wuses; and promotes structured parking near
bypasses.

2. Signalisation guidelines: Prioritise pedestrian phases and
introduce diagonal crossings.

3. Street design guidelines: Requires consistent, legible
infrastructure for walking, cycling and universal access.

4. Operational plan: Addresses security, enforcement, and
equitable space management.

Alignment with other projects

CBDMAP integrates with these important projects:

1. Foreshore precinct: An integrated land use and transport
solution to meet future needs.

2. Inner-city public transport hub: Enhances connections for
public transport users to and between rail, conventional
bus, MyCiTi bus, and minibus taxi facilities in the CBD.

3. Lower Buitengracht public realm upgrade: Improves the
public realm and pedestrian crossings.



